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husband and wife because she became a Muslim. Her husband, Mälik bin 
Nadhar, tried his very best make her recant and give up the new religion 
to which she had vowed allegiance, but he failed and she remained loyal 
to her new faith. On the other hand she started persuading her son, Anas 
4», as well to convert to Islam, under the most trying circumstances. He 
said she was now spoiling his son. She replied that she was not spoiling 
him; on the other hand she was teaching him the meaning of true and 
everlasting success for the Hereafter. Her persistence finally paid off, and 
Anas read the words signifying acceptance of Alläh as the One Supreme 
Being and Muhammad 3s as His Messenger. 


There were frequent violent scenes in the house, but she stood her 
ground, patiently and calmly. She told him that he just could not 
perceive the nature of the treasure she found. She said that it was a 
treasure for all time, a light that illuminated her heart. Her husband 
said she was without any religion, and she replied courageously that 
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by accepting Isläm she had accepted the True religion and hence she 
would be successful even in the Hereafter. 


Finally her husband left her and migrated to Syria where he was 
murdered. Dedicating her son to the service of the Prophet &, she 
requested him to pray for her son. The Prophet % then prayed for 
Anas « for increase in knowledge and riches. The Ansari ladies used 
to call her Sehla, Ghameesä’, Rameesä’ Ramlah and Sahlah, but finally 
she came to be known only as Umm Sulaim. 


In Al-Madinah there was a handsome young man called Abu Talhah, 
who was also the leader of his tribe. He had not yet converted to 
Isläm, though many people were influenced by the teachings of 
Mus'ab bin 'Omair 4. Abu Talhah knew that the widow, Umm 
Sulaim t$ had many admirable qualities. Her integrity, her loyalty, her 
courage - all these appealed to him, and he sent her a proposal of 
marriage. She said it was not possible because she was a Muslim and 
he was a disbeliever. When he insisted she asked him what kind of a 
man he was; sometimes he worshipped trees growing in the earth, at 
other times he worshipped stone idols which other people carved out. 
She asked him if he had ever considered how these things could solve 
his problems when they were themselves helpless. 


When Abu Talhah heard these arguments he had no answer. He tried 
his best to persuade her, but she was adamant. She told him that 
normally a proposal from a man of his stature would not be rejected, 
but she was helpless. She dedicated her life to Islàm and he was, up to 
that time, deprived of this great blessing. Finally, he asked her if she 
would marry him if he converted to Islàm. She was very happy at this; 
she said the Mahr for her would be his acceptance of Isläm. 


Umm Sulaim ‘ then told Anas 4 to arrange for her marriage. Thäbit 
bin Aslam Bannäni, the famous successor and scholar says this was an 
excellent Mahr (Bridal dowery) and unique in the history of Islàm. The 
Prophet % often used to visit her and prayed for prosperity and the 
blessings of Alläh for her. 


After her husband's murder in Syria she dedicated her son, Anas « to 
the service of the Prophet 3. Anas «$ lived the next ten years of his life 
in his service, and these were the best years of his life. Umm Sulaim 
ig requested the Prophet X to supplicate to Allah 3€ for an increase in 
knowledge and for his prosperity, both in this world and the next. 
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And Allah 3€ answered his prayers in ample measure. Anas æ lived 
to the age of a hundred and three and had eighty children. He had a 
magnificent palace in Basrah and huge beautiful gardens. He was a 
fastidious man who loved to dress well and dye his hair with henna. 
Among his sons, many became learned scholars. After his death he 
became an heir to the gardens of Paradise. 


SESE 


Umm Sulaim thad a happy second marriage and soon the couple 
was blessed with a son, Abu ‘Umair. One day the Prophet # visited 
the house and found Abu ‘Umair looking very dejected. He asked 
why the little boy was upset. Umm Sulaim té told him that his pet 
bird, which he loved to play with, had died. The Prophet & caressed 
him and tried to console him lovingly. 


After some time Abu 'Umair fell sick, and one night his temperature 
shot up very high and he passed away. Umm Sulaim t» displayed 
exemplary patience and control. She did not inform anyone or scream 
and shout in her grief. She did not want to upset her husband when he 
came home after a hard day's work. On his return home, he asked her 
how the child was and she told him he was better then before. Then 
she served him dinner and chatted with him. When he had enjoyed 
himself in her company in peace and tranquillity, late in the night she 
brought up the topic. She said she wanted to ask him a question. He 
asked her what she wanted to know. She asked him whether ifa 
person entrusted one with something, and then came to claim it, 
should one return it? He answered that certainly one should return it 
gladly. Then she took him to the room where the son was lying in a 
peaceful eternal sleep. She removed the sheet from his face and said in 
a trembling voice that Allah % had taken back the son He had 
entrusted to their care. 


Abu Talhah -% was shocked and asked her why she had not informed 
him as soon as he had come home. In the morning they went to see the 
Prophet & and told him what happened the previous night. He prayed 
for Allàh's blessings and prosperity for the couple. And soon another 
son was born to them. Anas æ carried him in his lap to the Prophet 3%; 
he softened a piece ofa date and gave it to the newborn, and named 
him ‘Abdullah. He prayed that Allah & grant him prosperity. And by 
the grace of Allah % when he grew up and married he had nine sons; 
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all of them were memorizers of the Qur’än. 
dodo do ded; 


Anas 4 narrates that his mother had a goat. One day she made ghee from 
its milk and collected it in a little leather bowl. When it was full she sent it 
as a gift for the Prophet & with her adopted daughter. The Prophet 3£ told 
his family to empty the bow] and return it with the little girl. She brought 
back the empty bowl and hung it by a nail on the kitchen wall. 


Umm Sulaim {saw that the bowl was still hanging and it was full — in 
fact it was overflowing and dripping. She asked her daughter why she 
did not carry out her instructions. The little gir! said that she had taken 
the ghee to the Prophet’s house as instructed and brought back the 
empty bowl and hung it. Umm Sulaim te was amazed by this mystery. 


She went to the Prophet's house and told him about this strange 
incident. He said the little girl brought the gift which he accepted. 
And she left his place with an empty bowl. 


Umm Sulaim swore by Allah 3&€ Who sent him as a Messenger of 
the one True Religion that the bowl was full and dripping even then. 
The Prophet % then told her that she should not be amazed; she had 
sent a gift for Alläh’s Prophet &, so He in turn had sent a gift for her. 
She should eat it and feed others also with it. Umm Sulaim % says she 
emptied this bowl of ghee into a larger vessel. It lasted them for two 
months and others also ate from it. 


dodo dod, 


Anas narrates that one day Abu Talhah # came home and told Umm 
Sulaim that the Prophet & sounded very weak, possibly he was 
hungry. If there was some food in the house they could have the 
honour of having him over for a meal. She answered that she had 
some bread wrapped up in cloth. Abu Talhah & went to the mosque 
and invited the Prophet & to join him. 


He accepted and invited the people sitting there to join him at the 
house of Abu Talhah &. All of them rose to go with the Prophet 3. 
When Abu Talhah 4 saw this he became nervous, because he did not 
have enough food for so many people. When he went home he 
expressed this fear to his wife Umm Sulaim t% . She smiled and told 
him not to worry; they would just put out all the food they had in the 
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house. And this was what she did. The Prophet & came in and made a 
supplication to Allah & for plenitude. Then he asked Abu Talhah $ to 
call in ten people from outside. So ten people came in to a satisfying 
meal. After they finished he asked Abu Talhah 4: to call in ten more. 
And so it went on till about seventy or eighty had taken their fill of the 
delicious food. And there was food still left over! 


When the Prophet got married to Zainab bint Jahash ts, Umm Sulaim 
Is: made a special dish of dates and ghee and sent it to him as a gift. And 
after the battle of Khaiber when he married Safiyyah i> it was Umm 
Sulaim & who dressed her up as a bride. She also played a very active 
role in the battlefields of Islam. Anas # says that in the Battle of Uhud 
his mother and ‘Aishah ts used to fill leather bottles with water and give 
it to the thirsty wounded soldiers. Umm Sulaim i was pregnant at the 
time but that did not deter her in any way. She took an active part in the 
Battle of Hunain as well. She carried a spear and when Abu Talhah & 
saw this he told the Prophet 3 about it. He asked her why she was 
carrying a spear. 5he answered that if any enemy soldier came before 
her she would slit his belly. The Prophet 3$ smiled at her spirit. 


Anas œ narrated that once the Prophet # came to visit them. My mother, 
her sister and I were at home. He told them that he would lead the prayer 
in their house that day. After praying he made special supplications to 
Alläh 3& to bless them, both in this world and in the Hereafter. 


Anas œ reported that the Prophet ¿3 used to visit them often. When 
someone asked him for the reason, he said he felt pity for her ever 
since he saw her brother, Haram bin Malhán æ killed before his eyes. 
He participated in the two crucial battles of Badr and Uhud. In the 
year 4th after Hijrah he was fighting in the Battle of Ma'oonah, when 
the enemy took an opportune moment to trap him and hit him from 
the back with a spear which pierced through his heart. His last words 
have become immortal in Islámic history. He said, 


" | swear by the Sustainer of the Ka'bah I have become successful." 


His brother Sulaim bin Malhán -& also was martyred in the same 
battle. 


In Sahih Muslim, the Book of Fadhá' il talks about the beads of 
perspiration of the Prophet #. One afternoon the Prophet & went to 
visit Umm Sulaim ts; she was out and he dropped off to sleep while 
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waiting for her. When she came home she found him sleeping and in 
the heat his perspiration was dripping on a small piece of leather. She 
was very happy to see him in her house and started collecting the 
beads of perspiration in a small bottle to preserve them. The Prophet 
à woke up to find her doing this. He asked her what she was doing. 
She replied she was collecting the drops of his perspiration to put 
them into some perfume. If the Prophet % passed on a road or street 
he left a trail of perfume in the atmosphere and people would sense 
that he had passed that way. When Anas «2 realized he was dying he 
made a will that some of these drops should be added to the water 
with which his body would be bathed. 


On the occasion of the final pilgrimage, when the Prophet 3t shaved 
his head, Abu Talhah & collected his hair and took it back to Al- 
Madinah. There he gave it to Umm Sulaim tẹ to preserve it. She put it 
away safely as a memento. 


Anas & mentioned that one day when the Prophet 3 visited their 
house he took a drink of water from a leather bowl kept in the 
courtyard. His mother cut out the section that his lips had touched 
and preserved it as well. 


On another occasion when he visited them Umm Sulaim offered him 
dates and ghee. He said she should put them away as he was fasting 
that day. He stood in a corner of the room to pray, then he spent a 
long time making supplications to Allah # to bless the members of 
the family both in this world and the next. Umm Sulaim E then 
requested him to pray for her son. He prayed so long for his welfare both 
here and in the Hereafter that Anas &à felt he must have asked Allah 
2% for the best possible good for him in both this world and the next. 


Once the Prophet & told them that when he entered Paradise, he could 
hear someone's footsteps ahead of him. When he asked who it was, he 
was told that was Ghameesá' bint Malhän , or Umm Sulaim W. So she 
heard directly from the Prophet & of the joyful tidings of the Paradise 
which awaited her after this earthly life. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Umm “Ammárah 
Naseebah ts à: >, 


The Prophet & said: 


"O Allah! Make this family my friends in 
Paradise.” 


Umm ’Ammärah Naseebah gs ü „>; 


| [s 'Ammárah twas also Ansäriah. She was from the 
famous Banu Najjär tribe, that was an offshoot of the Khazraj 
tribe. Her two sons had been martyred and her brother 
‘Abdullah bin Ka'b was a Companion of the Prophet & in the Battle 
of Badr. She was renowned for her courageous exploits in the 
battlefields. She was a faithful and loyal wife, and a loving mother, 
also remarkable for her patience and forbearance. Also she was very 
learned in the Qur’än and Hadith. Her life makes pleasurable and 
instructive reading for the growth and development of one's faith. 


SLEDE 


The fortunate Ansár in Al-Madinah who were converted to Islam by 
the teachings of Mus‘ab bin ‘Omair went to a particular mountain 
pass to pledge allegiance to Allah 3& and His Messenger % for the 
second time. There were about seventy-two men and two women, and 
the Prophet % had also reached there. One of the women was Umm 
'Ammárah and the other was Umm Munee’ Asmä’ bint ‘Amr bin 
'Adi. The former narrates that her husband, Ghazyah bin 'Amr, told 
the Prophet % that these two women also wanted to swear allegiance 
on his palm. He said it was all right, but for these women too the 
terms would be the same as for the men. He said that the only 
difference would be that he took the men's palms in his palm, but he 
did not shake hands with women. This incident of the swearing of 
allegiance is called Bai't-ul-"Agabah thaniah (second oath) in Islamic 
history. When Umm 'Ammárah returned to Al-Madinah after 
taking this oath of allegiance, she devoted herself to the education and 
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training of women in accordance with the teachings of Isläm. 


Umm ’Ammärah té was married the first time to Zaid bin ‘Asim 
Mazni. She had two sons by him - ‘Abdullah and Habib we à „>. 
Both were among the Companions of the Prophet 3. A boy Tameem, 
and a girl Khawlah, were born from her second marriage which was 
to Ghazyah bin 'Amr Mázni. 


RELEE 


In his book Siyar A‘lam An-Nublä’, Imam Thahbi writes that Umm 
'Ammárah tg took part in the Second Bai’t-ul-"Agabah, the Battle of 
Uhud, the Battle of Hunain, the war of Yamämah, and the Treaty of 
Hudaibiyah. Her skill with the sword in the battle of Uhud astonished 
those who saw her. The Prophet € said that in whichever direction he 
turned in the battlefield he could see her defending and protecting him. 


She herself describes a very critical stage in the battle of Uhud. The 
Mujahideen of Islam were on the verge of defeat and they were 
scattering. She, along with her two sons, and husband tried to surround 
the Prophet 3 in order to ward off and repel any attack on him. She had 
a sword in one hand and a shield in the other. If the enemy had been on 
foot and not on horseback, they would have slain all of them. When one 
of the enemies attacked her she warded off the attack with her shield; 
she then pulled at the bridle of the horse to turn it around. Taking this 
opportunity, she plunged her sword into the horse's back. The wounded 
horse fell, taking the rider with him. Seeing this, the Prophet & called 
out to ‘Abdullah bin Umm 'Ammaárah «$ to help his mother. And 
together she and her son finished off the enemy soldier. 


‘Abdullah bin Umm ‘Ammarah æ relates how during the battle of 
Uhud the enemy made a forceful thrust against them. The Mujáhideen 
scattered before them and he and his mother moved close to the 
Prophet & to defend him from all quarters. The Prophet 3% called out 
to him to attack the enemy. He threw a stone at the disbeliever; it hit 
the eye of the horse he was riding. The horse fell to the ground 
somersaulting. He threw another heavy stone and the enemy died. 
The Prophet # looked pleased, and then he noticed that Umm "Ammärah 
Ep was bleeding from the shoulder; he asked 'Abduláh & to bandage 
his mother's wound and said that they were a truly great family. 
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He invoked Alläh’s blessings on them, and prayed that they should be 
his friends in Paradise as well. 


Both Umm 'Ammárah W and ‘Abdullah % were overjoyed when they 
heard these auspicious words from the lips of the Prophet &. At the 
same time they were inspired to greater heights of heroism and 
returned to the attack with renewed vigour. His next victim injured 
him on the left arm with his sword, and a fountain of blood gushed 
out. The Prophet & told him to immediately bandage his wound. 
When Umm ’Ammärah tgssaw her son bleeding profusely, she 
bandaged his arm and told him not to lose courage but continue with 
his attack on the enemy. The Prophet & smiled when he saw the 
heroism and courage of both mother and son, and said, 


‘From where can anyone get courage like you, O Umm 
'Ammárah tés ?' 


Umm 'Ammárah ‘was standing in front of the Prophet 3 with a 
naked sword when the same man came before them. The Prophet & 
pointed out to her that this was the man who injured her son. She 
struck a powerful blow cutting off his leg. The man fell face down; a 
few other Mujáhideen leapt on him and killed him. 


The Prophet & was very impressed with this display of strength and 
courage by Umm 'Ammárah W. He smiled and thanked Allah # who 
gave her that success and had soothed her grief and avenged her by 
the death of the enemy before her very eyes. 


‘Umar bin Khattab % says that the Prophet 3£ once told him that in the 
Battle of Uhud wherever he turned, whether to the right or to the left, 
he saw Umm 'Ammárah tẹ fighting to defend him. 


During this battle she sustained at least twelve major wounds; the 
deepest one, the one on her shoulder being inflicted by a disbeliever 
named Ibn Qumiah. It was so deep that she fainted; and it took a year 
for it to heal. When she regained consciousness her first question was 
about the well being of the Prophet 32, rather than about her own sons 
or husband. When she learned that he was fine, she thanked Allah 3. 
Besides the battle of Hunain and the conquest of Makkah, Umm 
'Ammárah Wefought valiantly in the battle against Musailamah 
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Kaththâb. She sustained eleven wounds and her arm was cut. Her son, 
Habib bin Zaid Ansäri was martyred in this battle, slain by 
Musailamah himself. 


Her other son, ‘Abdullah bin Zaid & was martyred in the Battle of 
Hurrat. This war was fought in in the year 63!" after Hijrah, on stony 
black ground to the east of Al-Madinah. Stony black ground is called 
Harrah in Arabic, and itis to be found on three sides of Al-Madinah. 
‘Abdullah bin Zaid «e was that great Companion who took part in 
many wars and the one, who murdered Musailamah Kaththäb with 
his sword. Wahshi bin Harb, who martyred Hamzah bin 'Abdul 
Muttalib & was also among those who murdered Musailamah 
Kaththäb. After the battle of Uhud when the Muslim troops returned 
to Al-Madinah under the leadership of the Prophet &, he announced 
that they should get ready to march to a place called, Hamrá' Al-Asad, 
to chase the pagans. The Mujáhideen spent just one night in Al- 
Madinah. Umm 'Ammárah tẹ also got up to join them, energized as 
she was by her ardour to fight the pagans, but weakened by her 
serious injuries she could not make it. As soon as the Prophet X 
returned he asked her brother, 'Abdullàh bin Ka'b Mäzni about her 
sister's welfare. When he heard that her wounds were healing he 
breathed a sigh of relief and thanked Alläh 3& for His Divine Mercy. 


dd dodo d 


Umm 'Ammárah and some other women also took part in a war 
with the Banu Quraidhah. The Prophet 38 gave them part of the booty 
taken during this war. These were the terms of equality practised by 
the Prophet &. She was also active during the Treaty of Hudaibiyah. 
She related how they set out from Al-Madinah to perform ‘Umrah under 
the leadership of the Prophet &. They were stopped at Hudaibiyah 
because the Quraish did not want the Muslims to enter Makkah. 
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan æ was appointed ambassador and sent to Makkah 
to negotiate. Since his return was delayed, rumours spread that he had 
been martyred. At the command of Alläh the Prophet & sat under a tree 
and people started swearing allegiance to Alläh % and His Messenger. 


Those who were armed took hold of their weapons. Most people came 
unarmed as they set out for ‘Umrah. Umm ‘Ammirah t says she had 
a stick and she stuck a knife in her belt, to defend herself in case of 
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enemy attack. As it turned out the news about the death of ‘Uthman 
bin ‘Affan 4 turned out to be a false rumour. And a pact was made 
with the enemy that came to be known as the Treaty of Hudaibiyah. 
This treaty is mentioned in the Qur’än in the following words, 


"Indeed, Alläh was pleased with the believers when they gave 
the pledge to you under the tree: He knew what was in their 
hearts, and He sent down calmness and tranquillity upon them, 
and He rewarded them with a near victory. And abundant 
spoils that they will capture. And Alläh is Ever All-Mighty, All- 
Wise." (48:18-19) 


Twenty women took part in the Battle of Khayber; one of them was 
Umm 'Ammárah t$. Once again when the Muslim army triumphed 
women were given a share of the booty of war. Umm ‘Ammiarah i 
got expensive dresses and jewellery and two dinars. In the Battle of 
Hunain as well she had fought valiantly and received some part of the 
booty. A man of the tribe of Banu Huwäzin entered the battlefield on 
camel back, waving a flag. 5he hit the camel from the back so violently 
that it stumbled and fell; the rider also fell, she attacked him so that he 
never recovered. 


The Prophet & sent Umm 'Ammàárah's son, Habib bin Zaid æ, as his 
representative to Musailamah Kaththáb, in order to bring him to the 
right path. Breaking all norms of diplomacy, this low down man 
captured Habib 4 and tied him to a pillar. He then asked him, 


"Do you testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Alläh?” When he 
answered in the affirmative, he asked him if he also testified that he, 
Musailamah, was also the messenger of Allah 3€. 


Habib replied that he was deaf and could not hear him. He kept on 
repeating the question again and again. And Habib & kept on 
repeating the same answer. Then this cruel man cut off each part of 
his body, one by one, and gradually martyred him. When Umm 
'Ammárah te got this news about her son she displayed exemplary 
patience. The Prophet & consoled the family and prayed for them. 


During his caliphate, Abu Bakr Siddique & sent the army to test the 
challenge of the army of Musailamah. Umm 'Ammárah tés was also in 
the army. She was about sixty years old at the time, and her son 
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‘Abdullah bin Zaid 4 was also with her; he was one of those who 
finally killed this man. During this battle her arm was cut off and she 
sustained eleven injuries. Khalid bin Waleed a», the General of the 
army boiled some oil and immersed her arm in it to cure her wounded 
arm; but for Umm ’Ammärah ther happiness at the death of 
Musailamah, was much greater than her grief at the loss of her arm. 


During the caliphate of ‘Umar bin Khattáb a», some beautiful and 
exclusive sheets were sent to him. One of these sheets was 
exceptionally beautiful and large as well. Some of the companions 
suggested that it should be sent as a gift to Safiyyah bin ‘Obaid, the 
wife of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar te úl „>. But “Umar bin Khattäb æ said 
that he knew of someone even better than her and praised by no less a 
person than the Prophet &. He then sent it to Umm 'Ammárah ($. 


Once Umm 'Ammárah té told the Prophet & that in the Noble Qur’än 
only men were mentioned and women were often deprived of any 
importance. Then this Áyah was revealed. 


"Verily, the Muslims men and women, the believers men and 
women, the men and the women who are obedient (to Allah), 
the men and women who are truthful, the men and the women 
who are patient, the men and the women who are humble, the 
men and the women who give Sadagät (i.e. Zakät and alms), the 
men and the women who observe fast, the men and the women 
who guard their chastity (froillegal sexual acts) and the men 
and the women who remember Alläh much with their hearts 
and tongues, Alläh has prepared for them forgiveness and a 
great reward (i.e. Paradise)." (33:35) 


Umm ’Ammärah theld a very special place among the women 
Companions. When the Prophet & saw the valour and sacrificing 
spirit of the whole family — husband, wife, and sons - in the most 
intense part of the battle of Uhud he prayed that Allah & might have 
Mercy on that family. 


Umm 'Ammárah t% requested him to pray that they should have the 
good fortune to be with him in Paradise. It was then that he prayed 
that they should be his friends in Paradise. 


Allàh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Ar-Rabee‘ bint 
Ma uwth ye ù 


The Prophet dE said: 


"Whosoever participated in the Pledge of 
Rizwán, are the holders of Paradise." 


Ar-Rabee' ys ai > participated in the Pledge 
of Rizwän so she is a lady of Paradise. 


Ar-Rabee’ bint Ma'uwth ys ài >; 


(her father's brothers) were Mu'àth bin ‘Afrä’ and 'Auf bin 
‘Afra’ sus úl >). All the three sons of ‘Afra’ were at the battle of 
Badr. In the Noble Qur'àn, Allah has said: 


Ri ig was the daughter of Ma'uwth bin ‘Afra’ and her uncles 


The Prophet's Companions were granted forgiveness at the 
battle of Badr. 


In the battlefield at Badr, ‘Utbah bin Rabee‘ah, Shaibah bin Rabee'ah, 
and Waleed bin ‘Utbah had come forward for the pagans to challenge 
the forces of the Muslims. From among the Muslims the three sons of 
‘Afra’ 4» came forward to meet the challenge. The Makkan champions 
said arrogantly that people worthy of them and tribe chiefs should be 
sent to oppose them. The Prophet & called these three brothers back 
and sent his uncle, Hamzah bin ‘Abdul Muttalib, ‘Ali bin Abi Talib 
and 'Obaidah bin Hárith „= à! „>, to face these arrogant men. These 
three riders launched such a powerful attack that the three heroes of 
the pagans were shattered. In a second the pride of these Makkans 
was laid low in the dust. Licking their wounds they were dispatched 
to death and their place in Hell. 


db de de dod» 


‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Auf æ relates that in the field of Badr the son of 
‘Afra’ Ma'uwth &, came to him and asked him in a whisper which 
one was Abu Jahl and where he was. He had barely answered him 
when his brother came running to him and asked the same question. 


‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Auf # asked them why they were looking for Abu 


218 Great Women of Islam 


Jahl. They replied that they had heard that he always cursed the 
Prophet à; they were determined that on this day they would either 
chop off his head or be martyred themselves. On hearing this ‘Abdur- 
Rahmân bin “Auf æ was very happy. As they were speaking they saw 
Abu Jahl riding up in all his pride and glory. Pointing out to him 
“Abdur-Rahmán æ told them that this was their prey. They both leapt 
and made such a powerful attack that he fell from his horse. They 
again struck at him so that he could not rise up. Then ‘Abdullah bin 
Mas'ood 4» reached there and prepared to lop off his head. Even at 
this stage his pride was such that he requested them to cut him off 
lower in the neck, so it would look like the head of a chieftain. He said 
that he wished he had been slain by a strong young person rather than 
by these farmers. The Prophet & prayed for Ma'uwth bin ‘Afra’ and 
Mu'áth bin ‘Afra’. All the three sons of ‘Afra’ & were present at the 
‘Agabah thaniah. 


REBEL 


‘Afra’s daughter, Ar-Rabee’ te was married to a famous prominent 
businessman, Ayäs bin Bakeer. She had a son by this marriage, 
Muhammad bin Ayas. 


Rabee’ bint Ma'uwth tg was the daughter of a well-known family. The 
Prophet % used to visit her house sometimes, and always gladly 
accepted any gift she offered him. She was justifiably proud of this 
great honour. She relates that on the day she was married the Prophet 
% visited her house and sat on the bed. Young girls were singing to 
the accompaniment of the Daf and the Prophet & enjoyed their 
singing. 

When they started saying that a Prophet who knew things about the 
future was sitting in their midst. 


Prophet $ stopped them, and gently told them that no one had 
knowledge about the unknown, except Allah #. Leaving out this phrase 
they could continue with their singing. 


This shows that it is not a wrong for the young girls of the family to get 


1 Similar to a tambourine without cymbals or bells. 
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together and sing on a joyous occasion like a marriage to express their 
happiness. 


db dodo dodo 


Rabee’ bint Ma'uwth {used to serve the Prophet's favorite dishes 
when he visited her house. Once she served him ripe dates that he 
relished. On that day he gave her some gold and silver ornaments he 
received from Bahrain. He asked her to accept them and wear them. 


Rabee' bint Ma'uwth ts, a lady who had been assured a place in 
Paradise, was indeed fortunate to receive such a gift from the Prophet 
38 himself. It is a Sunnah (way) of the Prophet 3 to exchange gifts, 
which increase affection and pleasant feelings of mutual regard 
between people exchanging them. 


She was also fortunate in that the Prophet & often used to come to her 
house to make the ablution, offer prayers, have a meal and then rest 
for a while. So Rabee’ bint Ma'uwth tés used to acquire knowledge 
about many points of religion. Many Companions used to value her 
and often request her to relate Ahádith and the knowledge she gained 
from her experiences. Rabee' bint Ma'uwth W relates that when the 
Prophet & visited her, he would ask her to get some water. She would 
arrange for it and then help him to perform the ablution for prayer. 
She describes the correct procedure that she learnt from watching him. 
He would wash his hands three times, then wash his face three times. 
He would rinse his mouth once and clean his nose by drawing in 
water. Next he washed his arms up to the elbows three times. Then he 
would wipe his head by drawing his palms over from the front of his 
forehead to the back of the nape of his neck, then back to the forehead. 
Then he would insert his fingers into the outer and inner parts of his 
ears. Then he washed each foot three times. 


dido do dede 


Abu 'Obaidah bin Hamd bin ‘Ammar bin Yäsir æ says that he once 
asked Rabee' bint Ma 'uwth kẹ to describe how the Prophet & looked. 


She said that he looked as bright as the sun. 


She compared his face to the sun, because it shone like the sun and also 
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because sunshine eached every corner of the earth, like the message of 
the Prophet. 


During the Prophet’s days women had the privilege of taking part in 
wars as well. They would nurse the wounded and quench the thirst of 
the soldiers in the battlefields. It is mentioned in Sahih Al-Bukhäri that 
Khälid bin Thakwän narrated from Rabee' bint Ma'uwth that she took 
part in the wars. She would bandage and nurse the wounded, give 
water to the Mujáhideen, carry the wounded, the dead and convey 
them to Al-Madinah. She was part of the congregation which swore 
the oath of allegiance in the year 6' after Hijrah which become famous 
in Islàmic history as Bai'at Ridhwán. Thus she heard of her succession 
to Paradise in the Hereafter from the lips of the Prophet 3$ himself. 
This is a greater distinction than any other in this world. 


db de dododo 


Rabee’ah bint Ma'uwth te was a woman of mature understanding, 
farsighted and quick-witted. One day Abu Rabee'ah's wife, Umm 
‘Ayash came to her door selling perfumes. In the course of 
conversation she said, she would not sell any perfumes to her because 
she was the daughter of the man who killed the leader of her tribe. 
Rabee'ah bint Ma'uwth kt was enraged and asked the woman to get 
out of her house, her perfume was worse than any stink. She shouted 
to her to get out of her sight. 


Later in life, during the caliphate of "Uthmàn bin ‘Affan æ, Rabee’ bint 
Ma'uwth and her husband developed some differences. She asked 
him to take everything she had and give her Khula”, as she did not 
want to remain his wife any longer. He agreed and left taking 
everything with him. It is said he did not leave even a sheet in the 
house. When the complaint went to 'Uthmán bin ‘Affan à he said 
nothing could be done as he was within his rights according to the 
Shari'ah. Nothing could be taken back from him. Even people of the 
highest caliber sometimes have to face such unexpected critical times 
in their life. 


! The release from the marriage tie obtained by a wife upon the return of the 
dowery. 
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People of modern times who talk so loudly about women's liberation 
and women's rights should remember this law of Islàm. If a woman 
just cannot tolerate life with her husband she can demand separation 
or divorce. She can settle the matter trough mutual agreement or go to 
a court of law. Only in this case, in the language of Shari'ah, it is called 
Khula', and not Talág, or divorce. Just as a man has the right to Taláq, 
so a woman has the right to Khula‘. These two possibilities are there 
for both the partners in a marriage to ease the tension caused by 
conflicts in family life. Separation, it is said in the Noble Qur'àn, is not 
the ideal way but it is permitted. It is the least desirable, yet best 
possible way under the worst marital circumstances. If this escape 
route had not been there, both partners would live life as if it were a 
war. And that is not the best environment, either for them or their 
children. Thus, such rules of the Shari'ah (Islamic legeslation) are a 
blessing for the common problems of everyday society. 


There are twenty-one Ahádith associate with Rabee'ah bint Ma'uwth 
We. ‘Aishah bint Anas bin Malik, Sulaiman bin Yassar, Khalid bin 
Thakwan, ‘Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Aqeel, Abu 'Obaidah 
Muhammad bin ‘Ammar bin Yassir -4~+ à! „>, - some of the most 
famous followers of Islamic Shari'ah (Islamic legeslation) - are some of 
those who have narrated her words. 


After living a long eventful life, Rabee’ bint Ma'uwth & passed away 
in the year 45th after Hijrah during the caliphate of Mu’äwiyah bin 
Sufyan æ. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Faree'ah bint Malik «= i: >; 


The Prophet 3 said: 


"Whosoever participated in the Pledge of 
Rizwän, are the holders of Paradise." 


Faree'ah participated in the Pledge of Rizwán 
so she isa lady of Paradise. 


Faree'ah bint Mâlik ys à „>, 


bin 'Obaid Ansari Khudri «$». It was about him that the Prophet 3$ 


S: was the daughter of the great Companion, Malik bin Sinan 
said: 


“Whosoever wants to see a person of Paradise, then they should 
look at her.” 


Her brother was Abu Sa'eed Khudri , the Mufti (scholar) of the Grand 
Mosque at Al-Madinah. He was an extremely learned man, and an 
authority on Hadith. He was also a Mujahid and General of the Muslim 
army and had been a ruler of a province. One thousand one hundred 
and seventy Ahádith are attributed to him. Another brother from her 
mother's side was a General too. He was Qatädah bin Nu’män Ansäri 
à, who had taken part in the battles of Badr and Uhud. 


On one occasion his eye was injured by the enemy and came out of 
its socket. When the Prophet & saw this he thrust it back with his 
hand; it went back to its original position and his vision became 
sharper than before. 


do dod; dodo 


The father of Faree’ah bint Mälik, Málik bin Sinán bin 'Obaid Ansári 
Khudri ugs à 2, was one of the greatest and foremost Companions, 
and a personality who, the Prophet & said, was of Paradise. He could 
not take part in the Battle of Badr, but in Uhud he was martyred 
defending the life of the Prophet &. When he went to the Prophet # to 
volunteer for the Battle of Uhud he was accompanied by his son, Sa’d, 
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that is, Abu Sa'eed bin Khudri æ. He was very young and the Prophet 
# did not give him permission to go to war. He started to weep and 
his sister, Faree'ah bint Mâlik $, embraced him affectionately, and 
wiping his tears asked him to be patient and wait for the right time. 
Abu Sa'eed bin Khudri # grew up to shine in world of knowledge 
and learning and occupy the post of Mufti (The delieverer of formal 
legal opinions) of Al-Madinah. 


When Malik bin Sinan bin ‘Obaid Ansari Khudri # met the Prophet & 
he spoke to him in a very eloquent manner and said that they were 
setting out to test their strength against the disbelievers. They would 
either triumph by the Grace of Allah & or be martyred. Both the likely 
alternatives were good for a true Muslim, both would bring victory to 
him. At the time when the fighting was at its most intense, he 
earnestly adopted the best defensive position to protect the Prophet &. 
Finally, he lost his life in the way of Allah 22, fulfilling this most 
demanding duty. At this critical juncture in the battle the world saw 
the Prophet 3, injured in his face and bleeding. Malik bin Sinan bin 
‘Obaid Ansari Khudri «e sucked the blood from the wound. Thus the 
blood of the Prophet & mingled with his own. 


As soon as the Prophet 3t reached Al-Madinah after the Battle of Uhud 
he was met by Abu Sa’eed bin Khudri 4. He immediately recognized 
him and asked if he was Sa'd bin Mälik. When the latter noticed the 
encouraging and affectionate tone of the Prophet's greeting, he drew 
nearer to him. The Prophet 3X condoled with him and told him to be 
patient and brave. He said his father's martyrdom would earn 
blessings for him. When he returned home, Abu Sa’eed bin Khudri & 
gave his sister, Faree'ah bint Malik $, the news regarding their father, 
and the injunctions of the Prophet & about how to accept his loss. She 
accepted her father's martyrdom with equanimity, courage and patience 
as advised by the Prophet 3£, taking it as a matter of pride to be 
addressed by the Prophet &. She expressed happiness that he retumed 
safe and sound. At the time of her father's martyrdom there was no 
means of sustenance in the house for the family. But the children 
displayed exemplary patience. They practised patience as advised by 
the Prophet 3, and did not ask anyone for aid. They heard him say that 
a person who is content and trusted in Alläh, is made wealthy by Him; 
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one who wishes to be pure and chaste, Allàh 3& makes him pure; one 
who restrains himself, is granted patience and fortitude by Allah 3€. As 
a result of following the injunctions and teachings of the Prophet & the 
family became wealthy and prosperous beyond belief. 


Faree'ah bint Malik twas married to Sahl bin Rafi’ bin Bashir 
Khazraji. He was killed by some of his slaves near Al-Madinah. This 
tragedy left her grief-stricken. After the murder of her husband she 
wanted to go back to her parents’ house. She consulted the Prophet & 
as to what course of action was permitted by the Shari'ah, and if she 
could do so. He said that she should continue to stay in her house till 
she completed the perscribed waiting period. It should be noted that 
when a woman's husband dies she should observe a period of 
mourning for four months and ten days. Faree'ah bint Mâlik tés says 
that she obeyed the Prophet % and stayed in her house for the 
prescribed period, and after that she devoted her full life to the service 
and propagation of Isläm. She was one of those who took part in the 
Bar'at Ridhwán. 


The Prophet 3 said about these people that none of them would go to 
Hell. In other words, they would all go to Paradise. 


During the caliphate of 'Uthmán bin ‘Affan 3 a lady's husband died. 
The matter of her place of residence during the period of her 'Iddat 
came under consideration. Faree'ah bint Malik & was summoned to 
the court of the caliph. She was asked what the Prophet 3 had told her 
when she was in a similar situation regarding the place where she 
should pass the period of ‘Iddat. What she said was accepted in the 
court and applied to the lady in question. 


Faree’ah bint Malik thad a very good memory. If she heard the 
command of the Prophet # even once, she would immediately learn it 
and retain it in her memory. In their study of traditions and Ahádith, 
many great scholars would approach her for authentication or 
reference. Especially in the matter of observance of 'Iddat; she has the 
distinction of being the predominant authority regarding the rules to 
be observed. 


Those learned in Figh in Al-Madinah, Syria, Iraq and Egypt gave their 
Fatwá on ‘Iddat based on what she said. Häfidh Ibn Qayyam in his 
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famous book, Zád Al-Mi’äd, has written that the famous interpreter of 
the Shari‘ah, Muhammad bin Sireen, writes that a woman was sick 
when her husband died. People moved her from her husband's place 
to her parents' house. When the learned people of the community 
came to know of this, they all said she should be moved back to her 
husband's house. She should pass the days of her “Iddat there. So she 
moved back. This was done based on the life and experience of 
Faree'ah bint Málik &. 


One thousand four hundred people wento perform ‘Umrah in the year 
6'^ after Hijrah and were stopped by the Quraish at Hudaibiah. They 
gathered under a tree to swear allegiance to Alläh & and His 
Messenger. They also swore to take revenge for the death of their 
emissary, ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan #, who was sent by the Prophet # to 
Makkah to negotiate with the enemy. Rumour had it that he was 
killed by the Quraish. The ardour and spirit of sacrifice of these 
people appealed so much to Allàh 3& that He promised Paradise for 
all of them. 


It was an honour of which they could be truly jubilant and proud. 
Surely such a promise is given to only the very fortunate, and Faree'ah 
bint Mâlik $% was one of them. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Umm Hisham bint Harithah 
bin Nu‘man es ds is?) 


Jabir bin ‘Abdullah # narrated that Allah's 
Messenger # said: 


"Those who participated in the Pledge of 


Rizwán will never go to Hell." 


Umm Hishám bint Härithah participated in 
the Pledge of Rizwän therefore, she is a lady 
of Paradise. 


Umm Hisham bint Härithah 
bin Nu’män ts à! „>, 


Ridhwán she was one of them, so she ensured a place in 

Paradise for her spirit of sacrifice and selflessness. Loyal and 
faithful, learned and knowledgeable in matters of religion, she was 
pious and very particular about cleanliness - especially about ablution 
and prayer. She had the good fortune to be the neighbour of the 
Prophet & in Al-Madinah. She was the daughter of another noteworthy 
Companion, Härithah bin Nu'màn æ. He was a very wealthy man 
and one of the leading and well-known personalities of the city. Her 
father had given away several houses as gifts for the use of the 
Prophet 38. In fact, in praise of this Companion the Prophet & said: 


[ ike the other women Companions whom participate in the Bai’t 


He had given me so many houses that I felt embarrassed to ask 
him for a new one. 


Umm Hisham bint Härithah twas, like her father, a great 
personality, and an exemplary character. 


dd d d 


When the Prophet & came to Al-Madinah after his migration from 
Makkah he enjoyed the hospitality of Abu Ayub Ansari æ for almost 
six months. Their next door neighbour was Härithah bin Nu'mán «$. 
His daughter, Umm Hishäm bint Härithah tw , often used to cook and 
send food for the esteemed guest, the Prophet &. Whenever he 
contracted a marriage he needed a new house. And it was Härithah 
bin Nu'mán & who gave him his own home and moved on to another 
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house himself. The Prophet & felt ashamed that he was put to so much 
trouble and had to move so often. 


‘Allamah Yáqut Hamwi in his book, Mu'jam Al-Baldän, writes that 
Härithah bin Nu'mán # was the first Companion to be fortunate 
enough to offer so many houses to the Prophet &. He was also 
extremely obedient to his mother, hence Allah # gave him such a 
high status in life. “Aishah t$ narrated that the Prophet % once said 
that when he entered Paradise he heard someone reciting the Noble 
Qur’än beautifully. He asked who this might be and he was told it 
was Härithah bin Nu’män #. He then said that thus were the good 
people, who were obedient to their mothers. 


Hárithah bin Nu'mán æ was so exalted that he actually had the good 
fortune to see the Angel Jibril 38 twice. He says that he saw him twice 
with his own eyes. When the Prophet 33 left to battle with Banu 
Quraidhah he saw him in the guise of another Companion of the 
Prophet à, Dahyah Kalbi à». This was in Jannatul Bagi’. The second time 
he saw him was in the battlefield, during the Battle of Hunain when 
he was busy talking to the Prophet &. When he passed by the two of 
them silently, the Angel Jibril $42 asked the Prophet & who he was. 


He replied that it was Härithah bin Nu’män æ. Then he said he was 
one among the hundred persons who, Alläh 3& had said, would be 
blessed with the food of Paradise. Also if he had greeted me today, he 
would have returned his greetings, said the Angel. This noble 
Companion also had the honour of taking part in the Battle of Badr. 


Umm Hisham bint Hárithah tés was a descendant of noble families from 
both sides. Her mother, Umm Khälid bint Khálid bin Ya'eesh was from 
the Banu Málik tribe. She had the privilege of swearing allegiance to Islám 
with the Prophet 3g. She was married to Hárithah bin Nu'mán 4». She had 
five children by him -“Abdulláh, 'Abdur-Rahmán, Saudah, ‘Umrah and 
Umm Hishám - who filled the house with love and liveness. All of them 
had the good fortune of accepting Islam. This whole family served the 
Prophet & in a remarkable manner. Umm Hisham bint Hárithah t visited 
the Prophet's house very often; thus she had the golden opportunity of 
meeting and mixing with the Mothers of the believers and observing them 
from close quarters on many an occasion. And the close social contact with 
these ladies of noble character deeply influenced her. 
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On the days of ‘Eid and on Fridays, the Prophet % would recite Surah Qaf 
of Noble Qur'àn. Umm Hisham t% had learned it by heart from listening 
to him. She had a very sharp mind and a remarkable memory. She also 
remembered many Ahádith by heart. Her sister, ‘Umrah, Muhammad bin 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin As'ad bin Zuräh, Yahya bin ‘Abdullah and Habib 
bin ‘Abdur-Rahman have narrated Ahádith from her. 


d didi dodo 


In the year 6'^ after Hijrah when the Prophet 3€ announced his intention 
to set out for Makkah for ‘Umrah, one thousand four hundred 
companions — both men and women prepared to accompany him. This 
group of pure-minded people set out on this sacred journey, but they 
were stopped at Hudaibiyah by the Quraish, who restricted their entry 
into Makkah. The Prophet % sent “Uthmán bin 'Affán as his emissary to 
negotiate with the Quraish. They did not send him back for a long time 
and rumours spread that he had been killed by them. When this news 
reached the Prophet & he was very sorrowful and upset. He said that 
they could not return to Al-Madinah without avenging the murder of 
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan a». He sat down under a tree; all his Companions — 
men and women - gathered around him and swore the oath of 
allegiance; they also swore to battle with the Quraish to avenge the 
murder of their delegate. Bait Ridhwán was the name given to this 
historic event. Allah % gave his approval to this convention and also 
foretold for them victory in the future. As he says in Surat Al-Fath, 


"Indeed, Alläh was pleased with the believers when they gave the 
pledge to you (O Muhammad 38) under to you: He knew what was. 
in their hearts, and He snet down almness and trangillity upon 
them, and He rewarded them with a near victory." (48:18) 


The Companions and Women Companions present there on this 
occasion of historic and religious significance are also remembered in 
Islamic history as the ‘Companions of the Tree’. As it turned out 
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan æ did not have to stay there for very long, and the 
Quraish sent Abu Yazid Sohail bin 'Amr as their representative to 
Hudaibiyah to where the Prophet & was encamped with his 
Companions. On the basis of some terms a peace treaty was concluded 
here. This came to be known as the Peace Treaty of Hudaibiyah. When 
Makkah was taken by the Muslims he converted to Islàm. He became 
a devout Muslim, zealous with prayers, Zakát, sacrifice and charity. 
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When he recited the Noble Qur’än he would start weeping and 
sobbing. When the Prophet & passed away there was an upheaval; 
many of the people in Makkah started to recant; and return to their 
old ways. At this critical point in time, Abu Yazid Sohail bin 'Amr 
stood up and addressed the Quraish in a thundering voice: 


"O Quraish! You should be ashamed. You were the last to enter 
into the fold of Islàm, and you are the first to leave this strong 
circle? Remember Isläm will ultimately triumph. Its light will 
spread as far and wide as the light of the sun and the moon, 
taking the whole world in its embrace. 


Stop, O Quraish! And do not become unfaithful apostates. You 
will ruin yourself both in this world and the next." 


Listening to his sincere and moving advice, the people of Makkah 
then held on firmly to Islàm. 


Abu Yazid Sohail bin 'Amr took part in the War of Yarmouk and died 
as a martyr. 


The Prophet & gave the good news of life eternal in Paradise for all of 
the one thousand four hundred people, who were the 'Companions of 
the Tree’. The Prophet 3% said that those who took part in the Bai't 
Ridhwän were promised that not one of them would go to Jahannum. 
Thus, Umm Hisham bint Härithah tés was also given the glad tidings 
of Paradise. 


There was one misguided hypocrite Jadd bin Qais among these 
‘Companions of the Tree”, who owned a very expensive red camel. 
According to the tradition in Sahih Al-Bukhári, this man was separated 
from the pure-hearted members of this group. The words of the Hadith 
are, 


"All those people who swore allegiance under the tree will 
certainly go to Paradise, except the man with the red camel." 


This promise of Paradise in the life Hereafter is the greatest reward, 
the parallel of which cannot be found in this world. Fortunate are 
those who received this promise from Allah # and His Messenger X. 
And when Umm Hisham bint Härithah tés left this world this is the 
treasure she carried with her. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Umm Salamah Asmä’ 
bint Yazid bin Sakan 
Al-Ansäriah is i >, 


The Prophet & said: 


"Who participated in the Pledge of Rizwän 
will never go to Hell." 


Asmä bint Yazid Ls ái si, got the honor of 
participating the Pledge of Rizwán. 


Umm Salamah Asmä’ bint Yazid 
bin Sakan Al-Ansäriah tys ài >, 


— these were some of the qualities of Umm Salamah Asma’ bint 

Yazid Ansáriah t. But, above all it was her courage that 
inspires a reader of the biographies of these women Companions. 
Daring in the extreme, she was so brave that with the pole of her tent 
she killed nine Roman soldiers in the battle of Yarmook. Her 
statements were well considered, therefore she was always eloquent 
and convincing. It was almost as if she was casting a spell when she 
spoke. Her phrases were in beautiful sequence like a string of pearls, 
and her tone was well modulated and sweet sounding. On one 
occasion she appeared before the Prophet & as a representative, rather 
as an attorney to plead for the cause of women. She addressed him 
very respectfully and said, 


Pes. with complete faith in Alläh, pious, wise and God fearing 


"Today I have come into your presence to plead the case for 
women. Alláh & sent you as His Prophet & for all mankind - 
men and women. We women also have had the privilege and 
honour of swearing allegiance to Allah # and you. We also 
follow your teachings and your Sunnah (ways). We women live 
within our houses and fulfill our duties. We are absorbed in 
looking after our husbands and fulfilling their needs. We see to 
the upbringing of our children and to the daily function of the 
household. Men, however have more opportunities for earning 
rewards from Allah # because they can do things which we, as 
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women, cannot do. Men attend the congregational prayers in 
the mosques and special Friday prayers. They participate in the 
special prayers for the dead; they also have the privilege of 
taking part in the Jihäd. When they go for Jihäd we are left at 
home to protect their property and look after the family. Are we 
not also equally deserving of reward from Alläh?” 


The Prophet & was very moved and impressed by her eloquently 
presented and rational plea. He turned around to his Companions and 
asked them if they had ever heard anyone else express a better 
question regarding religion. 


Simultaneously they all answered that she was truly excellent. The 
Prophet 3 then turned around to the lady and answered her. 


'Please go and tell the ladies whom you represent that by doing 
your duty by your husbands in a pleasant manner, keeping in 
mind what will make them happy, and following them 
faithfully, you will please greatly Allah 3€ and He will give you 
the same rewards as have been promised to men. 


She was so happy on hearing this good news that she rose from the 
meeting, reciting the words - L4 iláha ıllalläh, Allähu-Akbar. She rushed 
to give her friends the good news she had just received from Alläh’s 
Messenger 3%. 


She narrated that once she was sitting with her friends when the 
Prophet & passed by. When he saw them he addressed them, saying; 


They should not be ungrateful to their benefactors. Since she was 
bolder than the rest of her friends she asked him to be more specific 
and clarify what he meant by his statement. He said, 


‘A woman lives with her parents, then she gets married and 
Allah 3€ blesses her with children. At times when she gets 
annoyed with her husband she says that she never got any 
happiness in his house. This is a display of sheer ingratitude to 
her husband. Every Muslim woman should try to avoid saying, 
such things.’ 


Talking about the status and position of a husband he said, 


Umm Salamah Asmá' bint Yazid bin Sakan Ansáriah k 239 


‘If I were to order a person to prostrate before another human 
being, I would ask a wife to prostrate before her husband.’ 


SEHE 


‘Amr bin Qatáda 4 relates that among the ladies of the Ansár, the first 
to pledge allegiance to Allàh 2€ and His Messenger and recite the 
words of testimony were Umm Sa'd bin Mu’äth, Kabthah bint Rafi’, 
Umm Salamah Asmä’ bint Yazid, and her sister Hawä’ bint Yazid 
Ansáriah „= 4,52, And they all had the privilege of doing this 
personally with the Prophet 3. This was not a trifling thing. One who 
gains this opportunity is very fortunate indeed, and he or she should 
be justifiably proud. 


Umm Salma Asma’ bint Yazid Ansáriah t$ narrates that when the 
Prophet 3% got married to ‘Aishah $, she was the one who helped to 
get the bride ready. When the Prophet 3% arrived she offered him a 
glass of milk. He had some of it and then gave the rest to ‘Aishah Ko; 
she was feeling very shy and did not take the glass. So Umm Salamah 
tg told her. 


This was a golden opportunity which did not come everyday; 
she should accept it and not feel bashful. 


‘Aishah {narrated that she was so nervous and shy that her hands 
were trembling. She took the glass and started drinking the milk. 


The Prophet 3% told her to give some to her friends as well as to the 
other ladies who were present. All of them started laughing and said 
that they had no desire to have the milk. 


He joked with them saying that lies and hunger should not be 
joined together. 


d dodo dod 


Umm Salamah Asmá' & says that one day the Prophet & came to their 
house when it was the time for Maghrib prayers. In the courtyard of 
their house they made a small mosque and he prayed there. Then she 
offered him some bread and some soup she cooked. She said that she 
swears by Alläh 2€ in whose Hand is her soul, that there were about 
forty people who sat down for the meal; there was just a little bread 
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and the soup was in a small leather bowl, but everyone had a hearty 
meal and there was still a lot of food left over. Then the family too ate 
their fill. She says that she cleaned the bowl and put it away in a safe 
place. She says that whenever anyone in the family fell sick, she 
would give him water in that bowl and he would be cured. Sometimes 
for plenitude they would use the bowl to drink water and their needs 
would be fulfilled. 


dd d dd 


During the battle of the Trenche Umm Salamah Asmä’ bint Yazid 
te sent his favorite dish of dates and gee to the Prophet 3%. At the time 
he was with the Mother of the believers Umm Salamah ke . She took as 
much as she wanted and then she sent a general invitation to the 
Mujáhideen who were taking part in the war to come and partake of it. 
Everyone had their fill, but there was still the same quantity of food 
left over. 


Jábir bin ‘Abdullah 14—z at >, had also given a dinner; there too the 
same thing happened. Another such incident of plenitude and 
blessings of Allah 3& took place when Umm Sulaim té served a meal 
to the Prophet &. 


Umm Salamah Asma’ bint Yazid t% narrated that in the lifetime of the 
Prophet 38 she was divorced. There was no precedent for the ‘Iddat of a 
divorced woman before this. When she got divorced the following 
Verse of the Noble Qur’än was revealed: 


"And divorced women shall wait for three menstrual periods." 
(2:228) 


In the matter of knowledge and learning Umm Salamah Asmä’ 
tg occupied a very high position. Among the women Companions her 
position was after that of the Mother of the believers ‘Aishah tg and 
the Mother of the Believers Umm Salamah tés . There are eighty-one 
Ahádith associated with her name. One of the Ahádith narrated by her 
Says, 


‘The Prophet # said verily, Allah forgives all the sins and it 
does not bother Him. 


Umm Salamah Asmä’ bint Yazid We was a very patient person and 
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thankful to her Lord under all circumstances. During the Battle of 
Uhud her father, Yazid bin Sakan, her brother, 'Amer bin Yazid bin 
Sakan, and her uncle, Ziyäd bin Sakan pjs 4! „>, were all martyred. 
When she was told about it, she asked for news about the Prophet 3. 
After she herself saw him arriving, she thanked Allah 3€, and said: 


“As long as he was all right and well, all other troubles faded 
into insignificance, and the greatest of difficulties were of minor 
consequence." 


In short, looking at the various events of her life, one realises her 
greatness. The food she served in the Battle of Uhud became the 
occasion of one of the miracles of the Prophet &. She had the 
distinction and pride of being a member at the signing of the Peace 
Treaty of Hudaibiyah. She was among the Companions of the Tree at 
the Bai't Ridhwán. She took part in the Battle of Khaiber. At the Battle 
of Yarmouk she killed nine enemy soldiers with just the pole of her 
tent. At the Battle of Uhud she was given the good news of eternal life 
in the Hereafter in Paradise for the tribe Banu 'Abdul-Ashahal. 
Among those martyred was her father as well. About these people, the 
Prophet & had said that the whole family had met together in 
Paradise, and intercession was accepted for all of them. In the light of 
this statement it can be said that she also would go to Paradise. 


She lived to a ripe old age, and died during the caliphate of Yazid bin 
Mu'àwiyah. She had moved to Damascus in the latter part of her life. 
It was there that she died. She was buried near the Saghir Gate of 
Damascus. | 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Umm Sad Kabshah bint 
Rafi” Ansáriah só, 


The Prophet & said: 


"O Umm Sa`d usà! Be Happy and give 
the good news to your family that their all 
martyrs have entered in Paradise and their 


intercession has been accepted for their 


family. i 


Umm Sa’d Kabshah bint 
Räfi’Ansäriah tes ài „>; 


er name was Kabshah bint Ráfi' Ansäriah and she was the 
H of a great Sahäbi, Sa'd bin Mu'áth &. When Abu 

Sa’eed Khudri 4 started digging his grave he said that the 
earth gave out perfumed air as of saffron or musk. The Prophet # said 
that the very throne of Allàh 3€ was elated at his arrival in Paradise. 
He was the chieftain of the Banu Abdul-Ashahal tribe, and when he 
accepted Islàm the whole tribe did so too, because he was held in such 
high esteem for his learning and knowledge. 


dodo do dod» 


Usaid bin Hudhair, the leader of the Aws tribe, came to know that a 
young man, Mus'ab bin ‘Umair &, came from Makkah and with his 
magical eloquence he was attracting people to himself. Once a person 
heard him, he became his constant Companion. One day Usaid came 
to know that he was sitting in a garden and people gathered around 
him. Also present there was As'ad bin Zurärah. He went there in full 
pride and arrogance, holding a small spear in his hand. Glorying in 
his power and position, he spoke in a haughty tone to Mus’ab bin 
‘Umair æ, asking who had given him permission to spread trouble in 
their peaceful city. He said if he dared to enter his neighbourhood he 
would be the worst person to deal with and he himself would be 
responsible for the consequences. 


Mus'ab bin ‘Umair à, was a dignified and patient man, with steadfast 
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faith in Allah #. He addressed him politely and patiently, calling him 
brother, and said that he should just spend a few minutes with him 
and listen to what he had to say. If he liked what he heard he could 
accept it; on the other hand if what he heard did not appeal to him he 
could reject it. This sounded reasonable to Usaid bin Hudhair and he 
agreed. After all, the world accepted him asa learned man, and he 
was also a poet whose mastery over his language was well-known. He 
thrust his spear in the ground and sat down next to Mus’ab to listen 
to what he had to say. 


Mus'ab bin ‘Umair «¿e started by reciting the first Surah of the Noble 
Qur’an, Surat Al-Fátihah. He did so in such a moving and appealing 
tone that Usaid bin Hudhair, for whom the meaning and content were 
totally lucid and new, could not help but exclaim, 


“These are not the words of a human being. These are surely 
Divine and True Words. If you have brought this message and 
these Verses for the people of Al-Madinah, please address them 
openly. No one will prevent you from spreading the Message. 
Please also do me the favor of accepting me into the fold of 
Islàm." 


As soon as he swore his pledge of allegiance to Islàm, his way of 
thinking changed. He went back and sent Sa’d bin Mu’äth on some 
pretext to listen to Mus'ab bin ‘Umair æ. In the very same manner, 
arrogantly and angrily, he also went one day to meet Mus'ab «2. The 
cousin of Sa'd bin Mu'áth -% happened to be sitting there, and softly 
he whispered to him the identity of the person approaching them; he 
then asked him to talk to him, as he was a very influential leader of his 
tribe. If he accepted Islàm, then so would the whole tribe of Banu 
"Abdul Ashahal. As they were speaking, Sa'd bin Mu‘ath, strode up 
angrily. Mus'ab bin ‘Umair à again spoke very politely and humbly 
to him, appealing to him to atleast patiently listen to him. If he did 
not like what he heard he, Mus'ab 4, would leave. After all it was not 
his land, and he was a stranger there without any power. When Sa'd 
heard this refined and cultured man appealing to him so politely, 
he calmed down, and sat next to him to listen to what he had to say. 
Mus’ab bin ‘Umair & spoke first about the principles of Islam that 
made it a great religion. Then he recited Various Verses of the Noble 
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Qur’än. Sa'd bin Mu’äth «$ also was overcome by this new approach 
to life and its values. He immediately swore the oath of allegiance and 
converted to Isläm. That very evening he gathered the members of his 
tribe and asked them, 


“O Banu Abdul-Ashahal, do you accept me as your leader?” 


They all answered in the affirmative, saying he was a leader who was 
loved by them. They acknowledged him to be a highly learned man. 
Then, becoming intensely emotional he appealed to them that if they 
did not swear allegiance to Allah # and His Messenger & he would 
not talk to any one of them. 


All the members of his tribe, men and women, had pledged allegiance 
to Islàm by the evening. When such a large number of people entered 
the fold of Islàm the whole of Al-Madinah, echoed to the cries of 
Allähu-Akbar (Allâh is the greatest). The mother of Sa'd bin Mu’äth # 
was the first to accept Isläm and the city experienced its first spring 
season, as it were, of this great religion. The emissary of the Prophet # 
moved from the house of As'ad bin Zurárah « to that of Sa'd bin 
Mu'áth à. And his house was filled with the blessings of Islam. 


EEE 


The eloquence, the hard work and the sincere efforts of Mus’ab bin 
‘Umair æ bore fruit and the Islamic revolution took over the city of 
Al-Madinah. At this stage Allah # commanded His Messenger, 
Muhammad 3% to migrate from Makkah to Al-Madinah, which today is 
known as the Prophet’s City. When the new converts to Islàm heard 
that he was going to settle there in their midst, they could not contain 
their joy. The ladies of the two most prominent tribes of the city, Aws 
and Khazraj, started looking forward to his arrival excitedly. Umm 
Sa'd te was the foremost among the ladies. She earnestly wished he 
should stay at her house, just as his emissary, Mus'ab bin ‘Umair æ 
had. 


Anas bin Malik æ narrates that the display, by both the Ansár men 
and women, of such love, respect and sincere happiness moved the 
Prophet # deeply. He repeated emotionally three times, 


‘By Allah you people are dearer to me than any others.’ 
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Prophet 38 stayed at the house of Abu Ayub Ansari à. But he said 
about the houses in Al-Madinah that among the houses of the Ansär, 
the best were those of Banu Najjär. Then those of Banu 'Abdul- 
Ashahal; then those of Banu Härith bin Khazraj, then those of Banu 
Sà'dah; in other words, all the houses of the Ansar were the best. 


Sa'd bin Mu’äth & says that when the Prophet & reached Al-Madinah 
and started accepting the oath of allegiance from the people of the 
city, his mother, Umm Sa'd ite was the first among the Ansári women 
to do so. With her were Umm 'Amer bint Yazid bin Sakan and Hawä 
bint Yazid bin Sakan ve à 2). 


Umm Sa'd té was a very dignified, forbearing, courageous, God-fearing 
and pious lady. Her two sons, Sa'd bin Mu'áth and ‘Amr bin Mu’ath 
Les à», took part in the Battle of Badr. She nursed the wounded 
Mujähideen and carried around the battlefield large water bags made 
of leather to quench their thirst. She took an active part in the Battle of 
Uhud. When she heard that her son, ‘Amr bin Mu’äth &, had been 
martyred she went swiftly to the area where intense fighting was 
going on. She thanked Allah & for protecting the Prophet %, and said 
her grief for her son was lessened when she saw him safe and sound. 


Prophet & condoled with her on her son's death and tried to console 
her. 'Amr bin Mu’äth &, had thrust himself into the enemy ranks, 
moved by the spirit of Jihäd and also killed Dharär bin Khattàb by his 
sword. In the Battle of Uhud twelve people from Umm Sa'd's tribe, 
‘Abdul-Ashahal were killed, and thirty were injured. 


In the battle of the Trenches the Prophet 3% had taken safety 
precautions for the ladies and they stayed in the fort of Banu 
Härithah. ‘Aishah # narrated that Umm Sa'd K was also with them. 
When she looked outside she saw Sa'd bin Mu’äth «2 wearing very 
little armour, carrying a spear, reciting war poetry and advancing 
triumphantly. She pointed out to his mother, Umm Sa'd i& , that he 
was wearing very little armour; It would have been better if he had 
worm a larger one. His arms were outside it an unprotected. The 
enemy could injure him. And it happened exactly as she feared. 
Habbän bin 'Arqah let loose an arrow which pierced the main artery 
in his arm and blood gushed out. Seeing this, Habbàn bin 'Arqah 
guffawed happily and said that it was a gift from him. Sa'd bin 
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Mu’äth cursed him saying his face should burn in Jahannum. 


Since it was a very deep wound it was very painful. The Prophet & 
had the tent of Sa'd à pitched inside the sanctuary at Al-Madinah so 
that he could be nursed and attended too more easily. When he saw 
that the blood had not stopped flowing, he had the wound branded 
with a hot iron. This stopped the bleeding completely, but it became 
swollen. One day after the war of Banu Quraidhah was over, a goat 
happened to walk across his wound. This reopened the wound that 
burst with blood gushing out. He became very weak, and finally died 
with his head in the lap of the Prophet 3. 


Asma’ bint Yazid bin Sakan æ says that when Sa'd bin Mu'áth «$ died 
his mother broke into uncontrollable tears. The Prophet & condoled 
with her and asked her to be patient. Her son was such a great person, 
he said, that Allah 3€ smiled when he saw him and His ‘Arsh (Throne) 
welcomed him gladly. 


When all the forts of the Banu Quraidhah were finally conquered the 
booty of war was distributed equally among all the soldiers - men and 
women — who fought in the war. Among them was his father's sister, 
Safiyyah bint ‘Abdul Muttalib, Umm Sa'd bin Mu’äth, Umm 'Ammárah, 
Umm Saleet, Sameerah bint Qais and Umm-ul-'Alà „es à „>. 


BREESE 


Umm Sa’d bin Mu'áth tis that fortunate lady who heard from the 
Prophet & himself that she would go to Paradise. A Hadith narrated by 
Anas bin Malik œ says that the Prophet & said: 


“If a person lost three sons or daughters and remained patient, 
and made the intention of earning reward from Allah #, then 
he or she would enter Paradise.” 


A woman rose up and asked about a person who lost two sons or 
daughters, and he answered in the affirmative. 


She later wished that she had asked about one child also. Umm Sa’d 
bin Mufäth tis that lady who bore patiently the loss of two sons in 
the cause of Allah. 


In the battle of Uhud she saw the Prophet & on horseback and moved 


250 Great Women of Islam 


swiftly towards him. Her son, Sa'd bin Mu’äth &, was holding the 
reins of the horse and he pointed out to the Prophet & that his mother 
was approaching. He reined in his horse and greeted her warmly and 
said: 


O Umm Sa'd $! be pleased and pass on the glad tidings to her 
family that the martyred members of her family were gathered 
in Paradise, and intercession for them had been accepted. 


When she heard this, Umm Sa'd is was very happy. Who could 
possibly weep and mourn for the dead after hearing that they were 
already in Paradise? Then she requested the Prophet # to pray for 
those of the family left behind. The Prophet & offered the supplication 
to Alläh to remove grief and sorrow from their hearts and make their 
troubles pass away. 


After her two sons were martyred Umm Sa'd spent most of her 
time in prayer and remembrance of Alläh and she continued to earn 
this reward till the end of her life. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Umm Munthir Salamä 


The Prophet & said: 


"Those who participated in the Pledge of 
Rizwän are the holders of Paradise." 


Umm Al-Munthar Salamä qe à! „>, partici- 
pated in the Pledge of Rizwän, so she is the 
holder of Paradise. 


Umm Munthir Salamá 
bint Qais tc à! >, 


Najjär. And she was the sister of a very eminent Companions, 

Saleet bin Qais «$. He participated in the battles of Badr. She 
had the privilege of being a member of the congregation, when the 
Äyah regarding the change of Qiblah or direction of prayer, was 
revealed during the middle of prayer. She was also a distant aunt of 
the Prophet &, who had great regard for her tribe. Whenever a 
member of the tribe fell ill he would visit them. 


Us Munthir & was a notable daughter of the tribe of Banu 


One of the men of the Banu Najjär tribe was sick. He went to see him 
and addressing him as maternal uncle, asked him to recite the words, 


"None has the right to be worshipped except Allah.’ 


The man said that he was not his maternal uncle, but his paternal 
uncle. 


The Prophet & smiled and said all he had to do was to recite the 
Kalimah once. 


He asked if it would be better and more beneficial for him. He said 
that it would be not just better but very much better. His life would be 
better both in this world and in the Hereafter. 


Umm Munthir Salama bint Qais was the great lady who had 
accepted the invitation of Mus'ab bin “Umair « to accept Isläm. She 
came to be known by her son's name as Umm Munthir te. Her 
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original name was Salam bint Qais $. Her two sisters, Umm Sulaim 
bint Qais and 'Umairah bint Qais also accepted Islàm and swore 
allegiance to it in the presence of the Prophet &. 


EEE 


In no time the women of Al-Madinah were accepting Islam and 
pledging allegiance personally to the Prophet &. When the women 
requested that they wanted to do so in the Prophet’s presence, he 
agreed, though he did not touch their palms, when swearing them in. 
But he made some conditions before swearing them in. He told the 
women that they should abstain completely from the following six 
things. 


1. They should not accept any other but Alläh as worthy of worship. 
. They should not steal. 

. They should not commit adultery. 

. They should not kill their children. 


. They should not slander or accuse a person falsely. 


Dn a e O N 


They should not be disobedient to the commands recommended by 
Allâh. 


Umm Munthir tés relates that when the Ansari women gathered to 
take the pledge, she was among them. They repeated all the six points 
with the Prophet & when they swore allegiance to Islâm. 


The Prophet & also told them they should not deceive their husbands. 


Umm Munthir Salama bint Qais ie was married to Qais bin Sa’sa’ bin 
Wahab; so her father's name was Qais and so was her husband's. But 
she came to be known by her son's name as Umm Munthir W . 


EEE 


After the Battle of Ahzäb the war of Banu Quraidhah took place. In 
this battle the Mujähideen besieged Banu Quraidhah for twenty-five' 


! By some accounts the siege lasted fifteen days. 
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days. Since they were allies of the Aws, the Jews of Banu Quraidhah 
appealed to their leader, Sa'd bin Mu’ädh æ, for his judgement on the 
egoistic and arrogant Banu Quraidhah and how they should be 
punished. Sa'd bin Mu’ädh a declared that the warmongers among 
them should be beheaded, their children should be taken prisoner and 
their property should be confiscated. The sentence meted out by him 
was carried out. At the time he gave his judgement he was lying 
injured in the tent which had been put up in the courtyard of the 
Prophet's Mosque. 


Realising that the situation was critical Rafä’ah bin Samwál Qurdhi 
appealed to Umm Munthir Salama & to give him refuge, and appeal 
to the Prophet & for his safety. He said that he would not forget this 
favor for the rest of his life. Feeling sorry for him, Umm Munthir 
Salama te gave him shelter and requested the Prophet & to accept him 
since she had given him refuge. He agreed and fixed a bail for 
Rafá'ah. Thus he was saved from certain death. One day Umm 
Munthir Salamá te told the Prophet 38 that her refuge prayed regularly 
and also ate camel meat. He smiled and answered that if he said his 
prayers it would be benefit him; but if he remained loyal to his own 
faith and did not accept Islàm it would be of no use. Some time later 
Rafä’ah converted to Islam swearing the oath of allegiance. 


This great act of goodness would certainly be recorded among her 
other good deeds. If she had not given him refuge and if she had not 
appealed for his life to the Prophet 3, he might have died as a 
disbeliever and gone to the eternal Fire of Hell in the Hereafter. 


Among Banu Quraidhah there was a lady, Rehanah bint Zaid bin 
‘Amr, whom the Prophet 38 took as a slave for his household. According 
to some accounts he married her and she became one of the Mothers 
of the Believers. The wedding ceremony took place in the house of 
Umm Munthir ke. When the Prophet & came back from his Farewell 
Pilgrimage, she passed away and had been buried in Jannatul Bagi’. 


The Prophet & sometimes used to visit Umm Munthir Salamá bint 
Qais |. He would have his lunch and rest for a while there. She used 
to cook very well and the Prophet 3 enjoyed eating at her place. She 
would make special dishes on Fridays because he would drop in with 
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some of the Companions for a meal. 


Umm Munthir twas one of those fortunate fourteen hundred 
Companions of the Tree at the Bai't Ridhwán for whom Allah 3€ 
promised Paradise. As the Hadith in Sahih Muslim says, 


‘No one among them, who swore allegiance under the tree will 
go to Jahannum.' 


Umm Munthir i left this world when both Allah and His Prophet 
Muhammad & were well pleased with her. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


Umm Waraqah bint ‘Abdullah 
bin Härith Ansäriah «= à; 


The Prophet & said: 
"Umm Waraqah! Dwell in your House, Allah 


will give you the death as a martyr." 


Umm Waragah bint ‘Abdullah 
bin Härith Ansäriah ts à! „>, 


city, looking with impatient eyes towards the road approaching 


JE Ansár of Al-Madinah were standing on the outskirts of their 
from Makkah. 


Men, women, girls and boys, the young and the old were waiting for 
the arrival of their beloved Prophet & who was migrating from his city 
to theirs at their invitation and at the command of Allah 3&. Suddenly 
someone shouted, "Here they come!” And all the young girls and women 
burst into a song of praise of Allah 2% and a welcome to His Messenger. 


Among these Ansári women was Umm Waragah bint ‘Abdullah ts . 
She was a learned, scholarly, pious and modest lady, who was well 
known among the women Companions as one who spent her nights 
and days in prayer and meditation. She used to recite the Noble 
Qur’än beautifully; it was second nature for her to spend a lot of time 
meditating on the meaning of its Verses. 


The Prophet & valued her highly and he told her to lead the family in 
congregational prayers. The courtyard of the house was converted 
into a mosque; with the permission of the Prophet à& they had a 
Mu'ththin to give the call to prayers. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Khallad says 
that he saw the Mu'ththin, who was a very aged man. Thus Umm 
Waraqah bint ‘Abdullah $ was appointed by the Prophet & to be an 
Imám and lead the prayer for ladies. 


SRERE 
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Besides her thirst for knowledge of the Qur'àn, Shari'ah (Islamic 
legeslation) and Ahádith, Umm Waragah ti had a burning desire to die 
a martyr in the cause of Islàm. When it was announced that the army 
should prepare to leave for the battle of Badr, Umm Waraqah té went 
to the Prophet 3$ and volunteered her services to tend to the wounded 
in the battlefield. She told him that it was her earnest desire to die in 
the cause of Islam. The Prophet % could see her enthusiasm and 
ardour, but he told her to stay at home and she would attain 
martyrdom there. She went back happily because it was her duty to 
yield to the command of the Messenger of Allah 3x. 


The Prophet &, would sometimes take along some of his Companions 
and visit the house of Umm Waragah tés. He would tell them to 
accompany him to the house of the lady who was a living martyr. He 
would ask about her welfare, rest for awhile and then offer 
supplications to Allah 3€ for her well being and return. Allah & 
revealed to his beloved Messenger that Umm Waragah té would die 
the death of a martyr in her own home. Nobody could understand 
how this would take place with her sitting in her house, but they were 
sure it would definitely happen, as this news had been given to them 
by their Truthful Prophet. 


Umm Waragah ts herself was waiting every moment to see how this 
auspicious event, which would be the fulfillment of her greatest 
dream, take place. She waited patiently, for it would give her eternal 
life and a place in Paradise. When would it take place? How exactly 
would it take place? What shape would it take? How would it be 
possible to become a martyr sitting in the house? Lost in these 
thoughts she passed her nights and days. The Prophet & passed. Abu 
Bakr Siddique «$ succeeded and he also passed away; ‘Umar Farooq 
4» became the Caliph. 


Umm Waragah had two slaves working for her, a girl and a man. 
She told them that after her death they would be free. One day they 
got together and decided that they were tired of waiting for this old lady 
to die. They planned that they would kill her while she lay asleep and 
escape to freedom. They were so tempted by the thought of freedom that 
they forgot to consider their future as well as life in the Hereafter. 
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In the dead of night as Umm Waraqah tẹ lay in a deep sleep, they 
killed her, covered her body with a sheet and crept away from the 
house silently. As day broke and the sun came up, the neighbours 
missed the sound of the beautiful recitation of the Noble Qur’än by 
Umm Waragah tg which used to fill the air early in the dawn. When 
they entered the house they were shocked to see her lying in the sleep 
of death. Then they saw that both the slaves - man and the girl — were 
missing. They realised that they must be the criminals. “Umar bin 
Khattáb & ordered that people should be sent out to search for them. 
Finally when they were found hiding. When they were brought before 
the Caliph in the court, they admitted their guilt and were put to death. 


Thus the Prophet & was proved right, that Umm Waragah t% would 
die a martyr's death in her own home, and attain Paradise. 


"Verily, the pious will be in the midst of Gardens and Rivers. In 
a seat of truth, near the Omnipotent King (Alläh, the One, the 
Al-Blessed, the Most High, the Owner of Majesty and 
Honour).” (54:54-55) 


Umm Aiman bint 
Tha’labah vs à; 


The Prophet & said: 


"Whosoever wishes to marry a lady of Paradise, 
then he should marry Umm Aiman ys ài o." 


Umm Aiman bint Tha'labah vis à >; 


er real name was Barakah bint Tha'labah, but she came to 
H* known by her son Aiman's name as Umm Aiman t . She 

was the lady who played the role of mother and took care 
of the young boy, Muhammad # when his mother Aminah bint 
Wahab passed away while travelling from Makkah to Al-Madinah. 
The Prophet & used to address her as ‘mother’ and said she would 
go to Paradise in the Hereafter. She was a lady who was like a 
member of the Prophet's family over the years. When Khadijah 
We passed away, she was deeply affected and wept for her. She was 
the one who bathed and shrouded her, and prepared her body for 
burial. When the Prophet's daughter, Zainab tg passed away, again 
she was as grief-stricken as any member of the family. She also 
prepared her body for burial, with the help of Mother of the 
Believers Saudah tg and the Mother of the Believers Umm Salama 
We. She took part in the Battles of Uhud, Khaiber and Hunain. She 
also had the distinction of migrating twice — once to Abyssiniah and 
again to Al-Madinah. 


dde dedo dé 


She had been a slave of the Prophet's father, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abdul 
Muttalib. She was originally from Abyssiniah. According to the tribal 
customs prevailing in the Arabia of the time, the Prophet & spent his 
early years with the tribe Banu Sa'd. He was nursed by Halimah 
Sa'diah, and was brought up by her. When he was five years old he 
was returned to Makkah to his mother. When he was six years old his 
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mother decided to take him to Yathrib to meet his grandparents who 
were from the tribe of Banu Najjär. The slave girl Barakah bint 
Thu‘labah also accompanied them. On the way back when they 
reached Abwá”, his mother suddenly fell ill and died. They then 
buried her there. 


Barakah bint Tha'labah consoled the little boy, and tried her best to fill 
the gap of his mother. 


When the Prophet & grew up to be a young man he freed her and 
married to 'Obaid bin Zaid Khazari. When Umm Aiman converted to 
Islàm differences developed between them. He was not willing to 
swear the oath of allegiance and accept Allah 2€ and His Messenger; 
and so they separated. 


By her first husband, 'Obaid, she had a son, Aiman. Thus she became 
known as Umm Aiman. He grew up to be a very prominent 
Companion and was martyred in the Battle of Hunain. Her second 
marriage was to Zaid bin Härithah &. He was the General of the 
Muslim army and was martyred in the battle of Mu'tah. They had a 
son, Usämah bin Zaid œ, who was another great General of the 
Muslim army. 


When the Prophet X married Khadijah the asked Umm Aiman 
tg for Zaid bin Härithah æ to serve him. She was very happy to give 
her son to him. The Prophet 3 was aware of her exemplary 
character, noble manners and purity of heart. He said that 
whosoever wished to marry a lady of Paradise should marry Umm 
Aiman i. 


When Zaid bin Harithah & heard this statement of the Prophet 3, 
based not on her looks, but on her character, he developed a liking for 
her and was only too happy to marry her. Their son, Usämah bin Zaid 
$, because of his praiseworthy character the was loved deeply by the 
Prophet &. Zaid bin Härithah became famous because of the 
Prophet's love for him; so also his son, Usamah bin Zaid #%, he became 
famous as the Prophet's favorite. 


& did d 


The Prophet & had great respect for Umm Aiman t$», and regarded 
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her as his mother. Sometimes because of her nature, she would 
become insistent and stubborn. The Prophet & would then be very 
respectful and patient and try his utmost to please her. 


Anas bin Malik æ says that the Ansár of Al-Madinah gave their date 
orchards to the Prophet à; he in turn distributed them among the 
Muhäjirs (migrants) from Makkah. When the Muslims triumphed 
over Banu Quraidhah and Banu Nadheer, the Prophet 3% started 
returning their property to the generous Ansär owners. Anas bin 
Malik 4 relates that when he went to take back his orchards from 
Umm Aiman t, she refused point blank. On the other hand, she 
tied a cloth around his neck, jerked him and said that it was out of 
the question, that she would not return the orchards to him anyway. 
When the Prophet & saw this he tried to persuade her to return the 
orchards. He said he would give her something of the same value in 
exchange, but she did not agree. Then he offered her something 
double the value; still she refused. Then he went on to offer three 
times the value and so on. At last, he offered her something ten 
times the value of the orchards, and she finally agreed. And Anas 
bin Mälik à got his date orchards back. 


The Prophet & often visited her. As soon as he saw her he would say 
that she was a reminder of his family and she was his mother who 
deserved respect. 


‘Aishah te narrates that one day when all of them were seated together, 
the Prophet # drank some water. Umm Aiman kk asked him to fetch 
some water for her too. 


‘Aishah ‘asked in a rather shocked tone if she was asking the 
Messenger of Allàh & to get some water for her. 


She said, "Why not? I have served him often." He fetched the water for 
her and offered it to her in a very respectful manner. 


Anas bin Mälik & narrates that he would sometimes visit Umm 
Aiman tés with the Prophet &. She would express great pleasure on 
their arrival and serve delicious food and drinks. If the Prophet & 
refused to partake of it for some reason, she would be very angry and 
offended. She would ask him why he did not eat or drink. The 
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Prophet # would smile at her getting upset in this manner. Sometimes 
it would so happen that he was fasting. 


Anas bin Malik æ said that one day, she started kneading dough to 
make some bread. He asked her what she was doing. She answered 
she was making some bread for him as was the custom in her 
country, Ethiopia. Usámah à, resembled his mother rather than his 
father. So the hypocrites used to taunt him, saying that he was not 
really the son of Zaid bin Hárithah 4. This used to upset the 
Prophet 38 very much. ‘Aishah said that once, the Prophet 3% entered 
the house looking very happy and smiling. She asked him if there 
was any special reason for this. He answered that something strange 
had happened. He said Zaid bin Hàrithah and Usämah bin Zaid ‚>, 
cce ¿were lying asleep with their faces covered, but their feet could 
be seen from under the sheet. Majzaz Madalji, an expert in 
physiognomy saw them sleeping and said, 


"Looking at the bone structure of the feet: It seems that father and 
son are sleeping." 


The Prophet & said he was very pleased to hear this. 


d dodo dod 


Some miracles associated with Umm Aiman {are to be found in 
books of history. In Tabgát Ibn Sa'd it is mentioned that during her 
migration from Makkah to Al-Madinah, she experienced such severe 
thirst that she thought she would die. There were no signs of water 
in the vicinity. Suddenly she saw a bowl of water tied with an 
extremely beautiful pure white rope, descending gradually towards 
her from the sky. It came near her face and stopped. She put her lips 
to it and drank her fill to her heart's content. This cool water from 
the heavens was enough to ward off hunger, thirst and disease for 
the rest of her life. After that, she says she never experienced thirst 
for the rest of her life. Though she fasted during the hottest months 
possible she never experienced a desire for water. Abu Nu'aym 
Asbahäni, a noted biographer and historian, has mentioned this 
incident in his book Hiliyat-ul-Awlia’. He says Umm Aiman ts was a 
God-fearing, good-hearted, pious woman of pure character who 
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fasted during the day and spent her nights in prayer. 
dodo d dd 


Under the guidance of the Prophet € she played an active role in Jıhäd. 
She was active in various battles. In the battle of Uhud she gave 
herself up completely to nursing the wounded and providing water to 
the thirsty Mujáhideen in the battlefield. In the battle of Khaiber she 
was one of the twenty women who fought against the enemy. When 
her son did not take part in this war because his horse was sick she 
called him a coward. 


A devotee of the Prophet 3& and a poet of Islam, Hassan bin Thábit & 
wrote poetry on this occasion, and elaborated on this point. The horse of 
Aiman æ had eaten poisoned grain and he could not take part in the 
battle because he had to tend to it. 


In the battle of Hunain this same courageous and fearless warrior 
Aiman «$ was martyred proving his valor as a warrior of Islam. When 
the Muslim army was losing ground a few of the Companions - Abu 
Bakr Siddique, ‘Umar Farooq, “Ali bin Abi Talib, ‘Abbas bin "Abdul 
Muttalib, Abu Sufyán, Hárithah bin Nu'màn, Usamah bin Zaid and 
Aiman bin ‘Obaid „es à! „>, were those noteworthy Companions who 
stood their ground with the Prophet 3. They did not falter and 
displayed unmatched loyalty and bravery. 


During the battle of Hunain the Muslim army faced a very critical 
situation, the army panicked and scattered and the Mujáhideen were on 
the verge of running away from the battlefield. It seemed that the earth 
that was spread out so wide was now closing in on them. At this stage 
when all seemed lost, the Prophet & displayed extraordinary courage 
and said — 


‘Iam the Prophet no lie. 
I am the son of ‘Abdul Muttalib.’ 


He meant that he was standing steadfast in the field of battle and at that 
critical stage it was no trivial matter. 


Umm Aiman {lost her son Aiman æ in this battle, but she was a role 
model in patience and acceptance of the Will of Alläh. 
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During the battle of Mu'tah Zaid bin Härithah # was appointed 
General of the Muslim army. The Prophet & said if Zaid bin Härithah 
# was martyred, then Ja'far bin ‘Ali Talib & should be made General. 
If he also was martyred, then 'Abdullàh bin Rawähah should take his 
place, and if he was martyred then the Mujáhideen should choose 
anyone they thought suitable. And it was Alläh’s Will that all three of 
them were martyred one by one. Umm Aiman tse bore the loss of her 
husband with great fortitude and asked her son, Usámah æ too to 
bear the loss of his father bravely. 


Umm Aiman being sometimes pronounced some words in the 
Ethiopian dialect. When the Prophet 3 heard her pronounciation of 
certain words he would just smile pleasantly and correct her.She 
could not say Assaläm-u-Alaikum and would invariably say Assaläm la 
Alaikum. He told her gently one day to just say Salám, as the meaning 
became the opposite the way she said it. In the same way she 
mispronounced certain expressions in supplications to Allah 3€; so he 
told her to keep silent. 


She was a very straightforward person with absolutely no malice; she 
was very soft-hearted, sincere and sympathetic. On returning from the 
Battle of Bani Mustalaq when the hypocrites spread slanderous gossip 
regarding the character of ‘Aishah $, she vouched unhesitatingly for 
the purity of her character. This endeared her and increased her worth 
in the eyes of ‘Aishah tés . It is recorded in history books that ‘Aishah tg 
said about Umm Aiman &, 


"My eyes and my ears have the best impressions about her." 


The Prophet 3 prepared an army to crush the power and might of 
the Romans in Palestine; Usamah bin Zaid bin Härithah & was 
appointed General of the Army. Such Companions as Abu Bakr 
Siddique and ‘Umar Farooq Le = à ,, 2, were also asked to serve 
under him. Some of the Mujáhideen were not happy with this 
appointment. But the Prophet 3$ remained very firm about his 
decision and said that Usämah bin Zaid * would retain that 
position as he deserved it. He sent for Usämah bin Zaid «2 and told 
him to start on his journey in the Name of Alläh. The army had 
hardly reached Jaraf near Al-Madinah when Umm Aiman & sent a 
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messenger to say that the Prophet % was very ill. The army stopped 
and camped at Jaraf. When Usámah # reached Al-Madinah, the 
Prophet à passed away. It seemed that Umm Aiman tẹ could not 
withstand this sorrow. 


Involuntarily, plunged in grief, she burst into tears. The people there 
were taken by total surprise; they had never heard anything like it 
before. She had nurtured him in his childhood and held him in her 
arms; she had seen him grow into a fine young man - a young man 
who then wore the mantle of the Prophet of Allàh &. She witnessed 
him as a young bridegroom, when he wed Khadijah Wo. She also 
underwent the tortures and cruelties inflicted by the Quraish and the 
polytheists of Makkah against him and the new converts. She 
experienced. the days when Makkah was like the Final Day of 
Judgement. She saw those historic days when he ruled over the newly 
founded Muslim Islamic state. And best of all she saw the miraculous 
revelations of Alläh’s radiance. All the golden pages of his life seemed 
to pass before her eyes. 


A few days after the death of the Prophet & Abu Bakr Siddique and 
“Umar Farooq v ás, „>, went to visit Umm Aiman k to console with 
her. She started to cry remembering the Prophet &. They asked her 
why she was crying though she knew very well that he was in a far 
better world than this one with Alläh 3. She said that although she 
indeed knew this, she was crying because the revelations from Alläh 
26 had come to an end with his passing away. Hearing this they also 
started weeping. ' 
One day Mu’äwiyah bin Sufyán æ talking to Usámah bin Zaid & 
praised his mother highly. Zaid «e agreed saying that she was more 
blessed than even his mother, Hind. Mu'àwiyah bin Sufyán æ 
accepted the truth of this statement and said he was right. Then he 
said Allah % also said so and quoted the following Ayah: 


“Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the most pious 
among you." (49:13) 


dodo dodo d 


She had looked after the Prophet & from his childhood and given him 
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a mothers love and care after Äminah bint Wahab's death. The 
Prophet & loved and regarded her highly; his Companions also 
treated her with great respect. 


Sahih Muslim records that Umm Aiman W died just six months after 
the passing away of the Prophet &. But some others disagree and say 
that she died during the caliphate of "Uthmàn bin *Affán æ. She lived 
to a ripe old age. 


Alläh will be pleased with them and they with Him. 


